
Ygnacio Trujillo and Hilariaõs Life Summary 
Ygnacio Trujillo was born 

about 1811 and Hilaria Rivera 

a year later.   

Both were from the Hacienda 

de la Tinaja.   

They were married in the city 

of Aguascalientes on Febru-

ary 13, 1830 at the Cathedral 

of Nuestra Señora de la Asun-

cion.   

They are known to have had 

at least six children.  José 

Andrés, Melitón, Teodoro, 

María Florencia, José Maria 

de Jesús and Eusebia.  
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Significant events occurred 

during the lives of Ygnacio 

Trujillo and Maria Hilaria 

Rivera.   

In 1817, the Inquisition ends 

in Mexico.   

Also in 1817, the Metropoli-

tan Cathedral in Mexico City 

was completed.  

Also in 1817, The Indian 

Wars began between the Indi-

ans of North American and 

the USA.  

In 1821 Mexico wins inde-

pendence from Spain.  

In 1821, Moses Austin re-

ceived a land grant from 

Mexico to settle Anglo-

Americans in the Mexican 

state of Texas.   

In 1824, the Constitution of 

1824 establishes the Republic 

of Mexico.  

In 1828, slavery was out-

lawed in Mexico.  

Also in 1828, gold was dis-

covered in the Mexican state 

of New Mexico.  

In 1832, The Texas Revolu-

tionary War began.   

In 1835, Texans fight the 

Mexican army in the battle of 

the Alamo.  

In 1836, Texas becomes inde-

pendent.  

In 1837, Queen Victoria takes 

power in England.  

In 1845, the USA annexes 

Texas.  

In 1846, the Mexican-

American War begins.  

In 1848, the Treaty of Guada-

lupe Hidalgo ends the Mexi-

can-American War with the 

USA purchasing New Mexico 

through California from Mex-

ico.   

Also in 1848, Gold was dis-

covered in California.  

In 1850, New Mexico was 

established as a Territory of 

the USA.  

In 1854, the Gadsden Pur-

chase establishes the current 

USA-Mexico border.  

In 1861, the US Civil War 

begins and Confederates in-

vade New Mexico from 

Texas.  



birth.  

In some places additional days are 

separated to remember the dead. 

October 28 is for those who died 

violent deaths.  October 29 is for 

those who died unbaptized and Oc-

tober 30 is for the lonely soul. 

The Day of the Dead holiday is 

celebrated with all manner of skele-

tons, intricate paper cut-outs called 

ñPapel Picadoò, candles and fresh, 

paper and silk flowers, especially 

marigolds.  There are also many 

edible candies in the shape of skulls, 

and coffins.  Also you can find sug-

ary sweet rolls that are called ñPan 

de Muertoò that come in various 

sized and are often topped in the 

shape of bones and human like fig-

ures. All of these are often part of 

the offering to the dead called the 

ñOfrenda de Muertosò. 

In homes relatives often build 

elaborate alters decorated with of-

fering to the dead and photographs 

of the departed.  They also include 

the favorite foods and beverages of 

the deceased. 

In cemeteries, gravesites are cleared 

of weeds and maintained, then 

decorated with offerings to the 

dead.  Vigils are held the night of 

For over 3000 years the indige-

nous people of Mexico have cele-

brated a month long ritual that 

mocked death.  When Spanish 

Conquistadors landed in Mexico 

they encountered this ritual and 

tried to eradicate it.  They were 

unable to eradicate it so they 

moved it to coincide with the 

Christian days of All Saints Day 

and All Souls day on November 1st 

and 2nd. 

Even so the spirits of departed 

children or ñAngelitosò are said to 

arrive the afternoon of October 31 

and depart the afternoon of No-

vember 1st to make way for the 

arrival of the spirits of adults.  On 

the afternoon of November 2nd all 

spirits return from where they 

came. 

The holiday was originally  to 

celebrate the goddess of death the 

was said to have died during child-

November 1st.  Incense is lit to 

help the spirits find their way to 

their family. 

November 1st and 2nd are also the 

time of great festivities in the 

towns.  The Day of the Dead is a 

very special holiday.  So much so 

that families often choose to be 

together during these days even if 

they can only get together one 

time a year. 

Celebrations of the Day of the 

Dead vary from locale to locale 

but all celebrations mock death, 

embrace it and remember those 

who have passed on. 

Dia de Los Muertos / Day of  the Dead 
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Christmas in Mexico: Las Posadas 
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where the party will be held.   

They are led by a child dressed as 

an angel and then children carrying 

the figures of Mary and Joseph.   

People sing songs during the pro-

cession while carrying lit candles. 

When the house is reached the 

group divides in two.  One half en-

ters the house and the other stays 

outside.   

At that time a religious song is sung 

in which the group outside begs for 

shelter from the people inside.   

In Mexico, as in many parts of the 

world, Christmas is a very impor-

tant holiday.   

One of the most wonderful tradi-

tions in Mexico is Las Posadas.   

Las Posadas parties are celebrated 

every evening from December 16 

to the 24.   

They commemorate Mary and Jo-

sephôs difficult journey from Naz-

areth to Bethlehem and their 

search for shelter. 

At dusk, all the guests gather and 

make a procession to the house 

Once this is over the party begins.  

The party often ends with fun of a 

piñata. 

Merry Christmas Everyone! 

At one time this hacienda was the 

primary hacienda that managed over 

15 other haciendas in an area that 

covered over 4,000 hectares in the 

current state of Jalisco, Aguascali-

entes and Zacatecas. 

The hacienda Cienega de Mata 

was founded in 1598 by the 

Rincón Gallardo family.   

In fact it is the only Hacienda in 

the Americas that still belongs to 

the same family.   

Our ancestors and relatives lived 

in and around this hacienda almost 

from the time of its founding to the 

time of its abandonment in the 

early 1800s.   

Many of our family records can be 

found in the books of this haci-

enda.   

It is located in the Northeastern 

part of the current state of Jalisco 

about 40 miles east of the city of 

Aguascalientes.   

I have included the ancestry chart 

on the next page to help people 

understand where we are in each 

issue of the newsletter.   

Each issue of the newsletter dis-

cusses the lives of the previous 

generation of Trujillo ancestors. 

In this issue we will cover the 

lives of Ygnacio Trujillo and his 

wife Maria Hilaria Rivera. 

Ancestor Chart 
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